
January 2 –  
 District Holiday, No School 
January 3 – 
 School resumes   
January 9 –   
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, SHS Aud., 7 p.m. 
January 9 - 23 –  
 Keystone Exams Testing Window
January 10 –  
 End of first semester for  
 SVAOC cyber 
January 12 –  
 End of first semester 
January 13 –  
 Staff In-Service, No School  
 for Students  
January 16 –  
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,  
 Act-80 Day, No School for  
 Students 
January 20 –  
 Report Card Release
January 23 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, SHS Aud., 7 p.m.

January Dates  
to Remember
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 *More dates can be found on our  
   homepage at www.svsd.net

That’s perfect!
SV students earn perfect scores on ACT, Keystone Exams

Seneca Valley students Urvi Gupta, a senior, earned 
the highest possible composite score on the 2015-16 
ACT Exam, and Carmyn Talento, a sophomore, earned 
a perfect score on the 2015-16 Biology Keystone Exam.

ACT
On average, less than one-tenth of one percent of  
students who take the ACT earn a top score.  In the 
U.S. high school graduating class of 2016, only 2,235 
out of nearly 2.1 million graduates who took the ACT 
earned a composite score of 36; Miss Gupta earned  
a 36.

The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading and science, each scored on a scale of 
1-36.  A student’s composite score is the average of the four test scores.  In a letter to the student 
recognizing this exceptional achievement, ACT Chief Executive Officer Marten Roorda stated, “(Miss 
Gupta’s) achievement on the ACT is significant and rare.  While test scores are just one of multiple 
criteria that most colleges consider when making admission decisions, (her) exceptional ACT  
composite score should prove helpful as (she) pursues (her) education and career goals.”

Keystone Exam
Miss Talento earned her perfect score after taking the Keystone Exam in spring 2016. Despite having 
several more years to make her decision about her post-high school education, Miss Talento told us 
she intends to major in a STEM-related field. “I especially enjoy space sciences,” she explained.

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency of content in 
core subject areas. These exams are rigorous, and successful completion is necessary, as they are 
part of the Commonwealth’s graduation requirements. It also provides in-depth performance levels to 
help guide teachers and parents in determining student mastery of course work. 

The Keystone Exam score is a scale score computed from the number of points a student receives 
on the exam. For every possible raw score on an exam form, there is a corresponding scale score. In 
order to reach the Advanced Level on the Keystones, you need to obtain a scaled score in the range 
of 1546 - 1800.  Being a criterion-based exam, to ever receive a score of 1800 a student would have 
to take a form of the test composed of the most difficult iteration of questioning, but based on design, 
that form of the test would not be available.  Therefore, Miss Talento’s score of 1760 is a perfect 
score for answering every question correct and receiving the most points possible on the exam. To 
put Miss Talento’s score into perspective and to demonstrate the difficulty of scoring such a high 
score, it is appropriate to evaluate her score against other high preforming scores in the district as 
well as the state results. In comparison to her classmates, the average score of students that scored 
in the Advanced level was 1580.6.  Five students scored a 1703, while two scored a 1699.  Besides 
those seven students and Miss Talento, the next highest score was almost 100 points lower than her 
score of 1760.  On the state level, only 21.9 percent of the 143,278 students that were tested last year 
reached the Advanced level.

Urvi Gupta Carmyn Talento

Snow Make-Up  
& FID

Click here for more 

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
There will be no school from Dec. 23 – Jan. 2. School will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017.

http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/18837
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We were very saddened to learn that former Seneca Valley Superintendent Dr. Gerald Malecki passed away Wednesday, Dec. 7. He served for  
14 years as Superintendent, from 1989 until his retirement in 2004. We are grateful for his outstanding service to Seneca Valley and his lifelong  
commitment to education. He will be missed. We extend our deepest sympathies to his family and friends, and invite you to read his beautifully  
written obituary.

A tribute

During the Seneca Valley School Board Reorganization Meeting on Dec. 5, Mr. Jim Nickel  
(pictured on left) was approved as School Board President, while Mr. Eric DiTullio was  
approved as School Board Vice President. The two switched roles after serving for three years 
in the opposite positions. Both are serving their second terms and look forward to continuing 
their successful working relationship.

Handing over the gavel

WORK SESSIONS REGULAR (ACTION) MEETINGS
January 9, 2017* January 23, 2017*
February 6, 2017 February 13, 2017
March 6, 2017 March 13, 2017
April 3, 2017 April 10, 2017
May 1, 2017 (Tues) May 9, 2017*
June 5, 2017 June 12, 2017
July - No Meeting July 17, 2017 Special Meeting, if necessary

The agenda development (work session) meetings 
are typically held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of 
each month, and the regular action board meeting is 
typically held at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of each 
month. These meetings are open to the public and  
allow for public comment.

School Board Meeting Information 2017 School Board Meeting Dates

*Alternate Date

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/triblive-valley-news-dispatch/obituary.aspx?n=gerald-j-malecki&pid=183028494&fhid=9783
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/triblive-valley-news-dispatch/obituary.aspx?n=gerald-j-malecki&pid=183028494&fhid=9783
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Thanks to the generosity of 
two local non-profit groups, 
we estimate that 600 Seneca 
Valley economically  
disadvantaged students -  
from nearly 300 families - will 
have gifts under the tree this 
year that normally wouldn’t 
have been there.

Grace Community Church of 
Cranberry Township recently 
distributed gifts and gift cards 
through their annual gift-giving 
program. Additionally,  
Neighbors for Neighbors, also  
a Cranberry Township non-profit group which comprises of  
families, friends and, of course, neighbors, filled the holiday wish 
lists of over 150 of our students and, in some cases, parents. 

We are humbled by their generosity and thank them for their 
continued support. There is no doubt their efforts will brighten 
the holiday season for many!

Loads of good will

The Rowan Caring Trees 
Program, an opportunity to 
help those in need within 
the community, kicked off 
Dec. 5.  Rowan’s PTA and 
volunteers collected  
donations of clothes, baby 
and personal care items, 
cleaning products and  
non-perishable food for  
various agencies and  
families in the area.  

Every donation was placed 
around the lobby Caring 
Tree and an ornament 
placed on the tree in honor 
of the families who donated 
to the cause.

Caring tree, community

Freshman Chloe Roy helped unload gifts for  
SV families Dec. 14.

Many Seneca Valley students are active members in their communities.  
These students work with a variety of organizations who help those in 
need, including Gleaner’s Food Bank in Cranberry Township. Seneca Valley 
secondary students, who regularly volunteer at the food bank, are seen 
here spreading holiday spirit while they donate their time on Dec 12.

Tidings of community service

Haine Middle School’s third annual Walk-A-Thon, as part of 
their Red Ribbon Week activities, raised over $1,600 that will 
be put toward local community agencies including; Cranberry  
Township Fire Department, EMS, the Superhero Foundation 
and Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group.

At the event, held on Oct. 31, the senior high school JROTC 
participated along with other local community agencies  
including the Cranberry Township Fire and Police  
Departments, EMS, the Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group 
and the Superhero Foundation.  A huge thanks to Haine  
PTO as well as Pro Martial Arts, X-Cel Gymnastics, Evolve 
Dance and Coach Dave Gray for contributing to the event.

Making a difference

#SVGivesBack



#SVGivesBack

Seneca Valley schools filled 190 boxes during the collection drive for the annual 
“Candy for Our Troops” project that started after Halloween and continued 
throughout the month of November.

Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) student council and their advisor, John 
Motyl, and CVE paraprofessional Jennifer Kaufman, packed boxes of candy as 
well as socks, books and hygiene items that were sent to troops  
serving overseas after school on Nov. 30.

 “I feel it is very important to continue reaching out to the men and women 
serving overseas to let them know it’s not just their loved ones who appreciate 
what they are doing, “said Ms. Kaufman. “My father is a Vietnam Veteran and 
my cousin, FDNY, died on 9/11 in the World Trade Center. So this project is near 
and dear to my heart.” 

 “Candy for Our Troops” is part of Operation Gratitude, which annually sends 
150,000 plus care packages to New Recruits, Veterans, First Responders, 
Wounded Warriors, Care Givers and US Service Members deployed overseas.

Candy for a cause

The Seneca Valley School District collected a total of 1,180 toys for the “Stuff 
the Bus” Toys for Tots campaign held Nov. 2-Dec. 9.

A bus load of toys was delivered on Dec. 13 to the Toys for Tots warehouse in 
Butler and thousands of children will smile more brightly on Christmas morning 
due to the generous donations from SV students and staff.

A full bus

Seneca Valley Middle School Introduction to Culinary Arts classes learned about compassion by baking cookies.

Students partnered with Mission from Mars, an area mission that helps the homeless, and baked 48 dozen homemade chocolate chip and 
snickerdoodle cookies that were distributed to the homeless earlier this month. 

Mission from Mars provides Sunday lunch outdoors for 100 homeless families in the park across from the Light of Life Rescue Mission on the 
North Side. For more, visit: http://www.missionfrommarspittsburgh.com/index.php

A recipe for community service

Christmas is meaning a little bit more to the Seneca Valley 
Thespians Troupe.

The group performed The Grinch Who Stole Christmas on 
Dec. 2 at CVE, Dec. 5 at Rowan Elementary School and 
Dec. 7 at Haine Elementary School. Donations of food or 
toiletry items were collected for Gleanor’s Food Bank in 
place of the price of admission to attend. 

At the conclusion of their performances, the thespians 
collected five huge boxes of canned goods and raised 
$100 to support the cause!

Collection for the good of art

http://www.missionfrommarspittsburgh.com/index.php
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The Seneca Valley School District hosted their 19th Annual Senior Holiday Event at the senior high 
school on Dec. 20. Nearly 400 attendees were greeted by a brass quintet playing holiday music. In 
addition, they were entertained by the Seneca Valley Jazz Band and Senior High School Madrigal 
Singers. Afterward, a delicious holiday meal was served in the cafeteria by student council, JROTC 
and National Honor Society members.

Students at Rowan Elementary 
participated in silent, quiet,  
uninterrupted reading earlier  
this month.

Curl up with a  
good book

The event of the year

Rowan Elementary 
School’s kindergarten 
students presented 
a Holiday Program to 
parents as well as  
residents at Sherwood 
Oaks Retirement  
Community Dec. 20-21. 
The kindergarten 
students sang holiday 
songs and recited 
poems while dressed 
in their best holiday 
clothing.

‘Tis the season

First grade 
students from 
Genevieve 
Morgan’s class at 
Connoquenessing 
Valley Elemen-
tary (CVE) School 
spread cheer 
to the residents 
of Passavant Nursing Home in the New 
Haven Community Room on Dec. 8. Students 
delivered handmade cards and CVE Music 
Teacher Susan Dinger played the piano for 
the students to sing holiday songs to the 
residents.

Spreading holiday cheer
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The Carnegie Science Center held their Chain Reaction Contraption Contest (CRCC) on  
Dec. 9 with Seneca Valley students being two of the groups that were represented at the 
event. 

This spirited competition is for students in grades 9-12 that fosters an interest in  
engineering by challenging students to create a machine that will accomplish a specific 
task using a series of steps. 

The 2016-17 challenge? Unlock and lock it up! 

Seneca Valley Senior and Intermediate High School gifted students in Dean Walker and 
Patti Griest’s classes attended the event and showcased their contraptions.

Representing the SHS team (pictured bottom right) were Allison Spear, Delaney Lisco, 
Shane Conklin, Jack Graham and Zachary Lukus. The IHS team included Caroline  
Cohen, Bethany Kavanagh, Jake Stebbins and Kevin Karatassos. Additional team members 
included:  Michael Beggy, Dean Smith, Austin Smith, Sean Scott, Katie Yanez, Matt Muir, 
Marshall Malin, Ethan Lipscomb and Drew Vlasnik. 

This program is powered by Westinghouse Electric Company and presented in cooperation 
with the Carnegie Science Center and Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania.

Unlocking a reaction

Allegheny Educational Systems was kind 
enough to lend an Epilog laser cutter to the 
Seneca’s Women Engineering Exploration 
Team (SWEET) to test on several projects. 
One of them included a Dec. 8 collabora-
tion with fourth graders from CVE where 
they created some holiday laser cutting 
projects, glitter and all!

A SWEET collaboration

Sprout Day, hosted by the Seneca Valley Science Honors Society, was held on Dec. 3 in the Seneca Valley Senior High School. These budding 
scientists enjoyed a morning filled with STEM activities!

Sprouting scientists
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Principal, banker, orthodontist, special agent and 
mechanical engineer. 

Those were just five of the 27 presenters at Haine 
Middle School’s (HMS) exploratory career day on 
Nov. 10.

Students had the opportunity to explore five 
different and unique presentations. During each 
presentation, students completed a “journal” 
entry that captured aspects of the career such as 
skills/education needed, as well as a typical day 
in each career.  

Thank you to all of the presenters who helped 
HMS students explore what they want to be 
when they grow up.

For the first time, Seneca Valley’s 9-12 Reading Competition Teams placed first, second and 
third at the Butler County Interscholastic Reading Competition held in the Seneca Valley  
Intermediate High School on Nov. 10.

The first place team, “Book, Line, and Sinker,” included Anna Feng, Ryan Lipscomb, Cassie 
Kirsch, Kara Ristey, Katie Bablak, Savannah Glover, Claire Schawalder and Jake Lippold. 

The Library Club at the high school level is divided into two divisions: the Literary Works Club 
and the Reading Competition Team. The goal of the organization is to promote participation 
in reading competitions, provide at least one community service project each year, and to 
provide assistance in the Intermediate and Senior High School libraries.

A clean sweep

The Raider Battalion Marksmanship Team brought home the Western PA Army 
JROTC League trophy after placing first at the Western Pa Army JROTC League 
Championship at Valley High School on Nov. 21. 

The team scored 924 defeating Beaver High School (842), Valley High School (748) 
and Albert Gallatin High School (804). 

The team was led by Marksmanship Team Captain Joshua Reeb who shot a 248 
out of 300 and was the top shooter for the competition. The remaining contributing 
team members were Andrew Tate, scoring 225; Joshua Thompson, scoring 227 and 
Caitlyn Wroblewski, scoring 224.

Hitting the mark

First place team “Book, Line, and Sinker” Front row (L-R): Savannah Glover, Katie Bablak and Anna Feng. Middle row (L-R): 
Jake Lippold, Cassie Kirsch. Back row (L-R):  Seneca Valley Senior High School Librarian Mr. Mike Stebbins, Kara Ristey,  
Claire Schawalder and Ryan Lipscomb.

(L-R) Andrew Tate, Joshua Reeb, Caitlin Wroblewski and Joshua Thompson, stand with the Western PA Army JROTC 
League first place trophy.

Follow. Share.Find.

#SVRaiderPride    #SenecaValley

@SenecaValleySD

@senecavalleysd

senecavalleysd @SenecaValleySD

@Seneca_Valley

http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.svsd.net/Page/21888
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The Seneca Valley Instrumental Music program has a long standing 
tradition of excellence at the Pennsylvania Music Education Association 
(PMEA) Festivals and this year was certainly representative of that  
success. 

This past November, auditions were held for the 2016 PMEA District 5 
Honors Band. Over 250 students auditioned for a band of 126 musicians.  
Seneca Valley had 49 students selected this year, more than any other 
school, and a new school record for SV. 

These students went on to participate in the three-day festival at  
Westminster College Dec. 1-3. 

Students selected by section are as follows:
Samantha Kochis on piccolo; Kristina Johnson, Martina Beggy, Meggie 
Moore and Natalie McKinley on flute; Jessica Uhl on oboe and Brian Vogel 
on bassoon. Sofia Salgado, Hanna Behr, Liz Winters, Tiffany Eaton, Justin Choi, Erika Moeller, Liv Aronsohn, Sammi Logan, Reese Sherwood, Evan 
Moeller and Alison Vlasnik were all selected in the clarinet section as were Mitch Topf and Hiruni Herat in the bass clarinet section. Alto saxophone 
representatives included Rachel Covell and Liz Linton. Baritone saxophone representatives were Ben Hess and Sean Scott. In the brass section, SV 
was represented by trumpeters Maddie Sinan, Jared Famiglietti, Aaron Wolf, Dan Popp, Nicole Bucheck, Alyssa Tollerton and Jeremy O’Connor; 
French horn section members Miya Paserba, Alina Taylor, Emma Choban, Samantha Mill, Anna Rickabaugh and Matt Gallup; trombonists Kate Scanlan, 
Brad Hartman, Eden Geis, Henry Von Rintelen and Dean Smith; Austin Treu and Carmyn Talento in the euphonium section and Emily Scanlan, Luci  
Ferraro and Hannah Downs in the tuba section. Rounding out the SV participants were Jordan Bender and Myles Weaver in the percussion section.

To audition, students must be in at least ninth grade and prepare a piece from a predetermined college-level solo list selected by the directors of  
District 5. District 5 comprises of school districts from Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties.

Seneca Valley instrumental music directors at the secondary level include Robert Matchett, Varden Armstrong, Robert Babick and Sara Snyder.

A new school record
Forty-nine students selected for PMEA Honors Band

The 49th Annual Holiday Choral Program on the 
Grand Staircase of the Allegheny County Courthouse 
in downtown Pittsburgh kicked off Nov. 30. Seneca 
Valley choirs, directed by Bobi-Jean Alexander, 
performed on Dec. 1. 

“We enjoyed seeing you and the students from 
Seneca Valley at the courthouse,” said Amie Downs, 
communications director of Allegheny County  
Courthouse. 

Performances were held each weekday through  
Dec. 21. Thirty-two local choirs, orchestras, and 
bands participated in this year’s program. Each 
performance was also broadcast on the Grant Street 
side of the Courthouse so downtown shoppers and 
workers could enjoy the concerts.

Click below to view SV’s performances on the 
county’s YouTube channel: 

Seasons of Love 

O Holy Night

Choirs at the courthouse

Photographs courtesy of Allegheny County Courthouse

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSdQsho2kck&t=67s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIVtbqgcv10
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Fall Sports honorees
The Big 56 Conference is  
comprised of all schools  
assigned by the PIAA as 
5A and 6A in the sports of 
football, boys’ and girls’ basketball, baseball, 
and softball and those in the highest PIAA 
classification for the sports of boys’ and girls’ 
soccer and girls volleyball. Most recently the 
Big 56 Conference announced its all-section 
teams and the Raiders of Seneca Valley were 
well represented. The following is a sport-by-
sport breakdown of our outstanding  
student-athletes honored as All-Big 56.

-Heather Lewis, Athletic & Activities Director

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, November 2016
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and female Raider Athlete 
of the Month.  This year marks the first of a three-year partnership with Tri-State Orthopaedics and the Athletics  
Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for November were senior girls’ volleyball player Bella 
Seman and senior football player Payton Skalos.

Miss Seman was a four-year letter winner, team captain and Butler Country Player of the Year for the WPIAL  
Champions and PIAA State Quarterfinalist Raider girls’ volleyball team.  An All-State, All-WPIAL, 1st Team Big 56  
Conference, and first team All-Section libero, she has signed a National Letter of Intent to continue her volleyball 
career at Elon University next fall. 

Payton Skalos was a senior receiver and defensive back on the 2016 WPIAL Runner-Up Raider Football team.  At Heinz 
Field on Nov. 18, Mr. Skalos broke a long-standing WPIAL record for most receptions in a championship game at Heinz 
Field or Three Rivers Stadium with 12 for 98 yards and one touchdown. For his contributions all season long he was 
named Big 56 Conference Honorable Mention at the receiver position. 

Winter Sports – On their way!
The first official day of winter sport competition was Dec. 9 and all of our Raider teams have found their way to the victory column already. At the time of 
this writing, here is where our teams stand:  

Boys Varsity Basketball participated in the Moon Tip-Off tournament where they fell to Mars and Moon; their Brashear game was rescheduled to  
Dec. 22 and the Raiders picked up their first win of the season – a 55-47 win over visiting Blackhawk. Payton Skalos led the way with 16 points and Chris 
Hart added 15.  

Girls Varsity Basketball hosted their annual Tip-Off tournament where it split their opening two games, falling to Hampton and defeating Burrell 61-38 
behind a 19 point, 16 rebound evening for senior Erin Danik. Fellow classmate Mikayla Lamont added 15 points and seven steals. The Raiders followed 
up that weekend with a win on the road at New Castle. Mother nature forced the postponement of their game at Obama Academy. 

Swimming & Diving opened their season with a great performance at Franklin Regional which saw three girls’ relays and three boys’ relays make 
WPIAL cuts in the very first meet of the season. In addition, seven girls and nine boys met individual WPIAL qualifying times. In the team result, the girls 
have defeated Franklin Regional and Beaver and the boys fell to Franklin Regional but soundly defeated Beaver. Their Knoch meet was rescheduled to 
Jan. 17, 2017 due to weather.  

Raider Wrestling opened their season at the Sheetz Greenville Duals, going 2-3 on the day in team results.  Individually 
Jason Geyer, Louis Newell and Drew Vlasnick went 5-0 on the day and Nick Montalbano went 4-1. In section  
competition, the Raiders defeated Highlands 76-3 on the back of 11 pins.  Most recently at the very challenging King of 
the Mountain tournament, Louis Newell went home with the championship at 120 lbs. and Jason Geyer (106 lbs.) and  
Ty Gross (160 lbs.) placed seventh.

Key dates for Raider Athletics
Upcoming key dates for Raider Athletics include:
 • Feb. 15, 2017: First date for Spring Sport Drug & Concussion testing at Senior High – starts immediately after school – register in the Athletic Office.
 • Feb. 21, 2017: Second date for Spring Sport Drug & Concussion testing at Senior High – starts immediately after school – register in the Athletic Office.
 • Feb. 24, 2017: All spring sport paperwork is DUE – please turn in to the Athletic Office, located in the lobby of the Senior High School.

Football
1st Team
Jack Cook, DB
Gabe Miller, LB
Hank Royal, RB

2nd Team
Brock Gresock, DB
Jake Holl, LB
Eric Hudanick, OT
Seth Markle, DL
Shane Stadtfeld, OT

Honorable Mention
Drew Robertson, DL
Payton Skalos, WR

Boys Soccer
1st Team
Dylan Good, GK
Matt Happ, F
Zach McVicker, M
Sam Patry, D
Thomas Washington, M

2nd Team
Matt Stopar, D
Zach Turley, M

Honorable Mention
Cole Dengler, M 

Coach of the Year
George Williams, SV

Girls Soccer
1st Team
Jess Frank, M
Mary Sinan, D
 
2nd Team
Jessica Pollaci, GK
Julia Redilla, M

Coach of the Year
Mark Perry, SV

Girls Volleyball
1st Team
Maria Alfano
Tatum Poirier
Bella Seman 
 
2nd Team
Emily Devlin
Maddie McDonough
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The Seneca Valley Foundation recently received a gracious donation of $8,000 from Waste 
Management through the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development 
Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program grant.

A statewide program, EITC enables businesses to make donations to organizations they choose 
from a Commonwealth – approved list. EITC is a statewide initiative enacted by the PA  
Department of Community and Economic Development in 2001. EITC enables eligible  
businesses, like Waste Management, to apply credits against their tax liability for the tax year in 
which they make a contribution to support education in Pennsylvania.

Specifically, Waste Management’s EITC will benefit the following classes at Seneca Valley: 

 • Honors Women in Engineering (a class just for high school girls that focuses on Engineering  
  concepts)
 • Honors Engineering (mixed class of high school boys and girls, engineering exploration and  
  robotics technology)
 • Honors Engineering Applications (a class where students engage in the applied practices of  
  various engineering fields) 
 • Honors Engineering and Experimentation (a class for high school students that focuses on  
  the student’s education interest as it relates to STEM initiatives)
 • Accounting 1 and 2 (college credit accounting classes for high school students grades 10-12)

A fundraising arm of the Seneca Valley School District, the Seneca Valley Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to  
encouraging excellence and innovation in all grades of the Seneca Valley Schools. The Foundation strives to achieve this by seeking donations 
and patrons to facilitate the development of new capital projects, programs and scholarships. Its board members consist of stakeholders who 
are local business leaders, community leaders and school leaders. As a non-profit organization, the Foundation is also utilized as a vehicle by 
which memorial and other charitable donations may be made to the Seneca Valley School District. 

Waste Management of Pennsylvania is dedicated to environmental protection, education and supporting the communities where they operate. 
Since the EITC program was launched, Waste Management has made grants worth over $14,000,000 that have improved the educational  
opportunities of thousands of public school students.

If your business --or a business you know-- participates in EITC, please encourage them to dedicate EITC funds to the Seneca Valley  
Foundation. For more information or if you have questions, please call Ms. Kay Hoch, foundation secretary, at (724) 452-6040 ext. 1638  
or by emailing her at hochkl@svsd.net.

For more information, visit www.svsd.net/SVFoundation.

Waste Management provides generous donation through EITC

Ms. Terri Fischer, Waste Management’s Education Solutions 
Representative (pictured right), gives $8,000 to Seneca Valley 
School District Business Manager, Ms. Lynn Burtner.

STAFFSTAFF ofof
“(My wife) Erin and I are animal lovers. A little over a year 
ago had to put our dog Oggie down due to a seizure  
condition that became too much for him.  We have gotten 
back into dog ownership and her name is Betty. She is a 
Black/Brown Basset Hound mix of some type. Erin and I 
adopted her from the Butler Humane society in the spring  
of last year. She is very good, but a very energetic puppy, 
and is currently just over a year old. We also have a male 
cat – Doyle. After a very brief and angry encounter, Betty 
and Doyle fell in love. Now, they play non-stop all over the 
house and have daily wrestling matches in our kitchen.”

-Kevin Wildrick, Haine Elementary Physical Education 
Teacher

Be sure to continue to look for regular additions to Staff of Seneca Valley. This light-hearted feature on Facebook and  
our website, was created to share the more human interest side of our staff that parents and students don’t always get to 
see. Check it out! 

Staff of Seneca Valley 

http://www.svsd.net/Page/12836
http://www.svsd.net/Page/12836
mailto:hochkl%40svsd.net?subject=EITC
http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
http://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV


Where do you work, what do you do, and tell us why you enjoy your profession?
I am the founder and owner of Kaela Speicher Photography. I concentrate mostly in fashion, commercial, and travel  
photography. I have recently opened my own full-service photography studio in Bellevue, PA. I enjoy working on location with 
fashion photography because it also combines my love of landscape photography. Most of my work comes through model 
portfolios, head shots, and fashion related work. 

I also work part-time at Concept Art Gallery as the staff photographer for auction items and artwork. We typically have six  
auctions a year with art exhibitions in between, plenty to photograph!

I enjoy my profession because I can share my vision with others. I may look at the world a little differently than most, but it’s  
my unique vision and perspective that drives me to capture the world around me as I see it. Being a photographer has also  
taught me how to work extremely hard, to be humble, appreciate the simple things, and how to work efficiently with a team.  
Photography has given me the opportunity to meet people and experience things I, otherwise, wouldn’t have gotten the  
chance to experience, and because of that, I am extremely grateful.

What made you get into photography?
Ever since I could remember, I have always been passionate about art. From a young age until high school, I developed a highly  
detailed photo-realism style of drawing and painting. During my senior year of high school, I went on a family vacation and took  
my digital Nikon Coolpix point and shoot camera along. We went to the sand dunes at Jockey’s Ridge in the Outer Banks and I  
fell in love with capturing the silhouettes of people flying kites on the top of the dunes during sunset. It was a very profound  
experience to photograph and it was exhilarating to capture everything happening in the moment. After vacation, I showed my  
high school art teacher (Mr. Nagle) the photographs and he encouraged me to pursue photography. Unlike my detailed  
oriented drawings, I saw photography as a faster medium in conveying my vision. When the light bulb went off that day, I stuck  
with photography ever since and never looked back. I then went on to art school at Tyler School of Art (Temple University) and  
Alfred School of Art & Design (Alfred University).

What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
Currently, I am a “one-woman show”, so I do everything including photographing, retouching, client communications, and 
managing the business end. Every day is a little different, but with most creative jobs, I find myself working on the business 
side (retouching and managerial tasks) more than photographing.

When I am photographing, I typically have a high energy team involved. We start with hair, makeup, and organizing outfits.  
I put together a mood board so everyone is familiar with the style of the shoot beforehand. A lot of coordination and  
communication goes into the shoot weeks or months before it happens. The rest is a fun day of photo making magic! After the 
shoot, I download the images into the computer and save them to a backup. Next, I’ll go through every image one by one and 
start to pick the final selects. The final stage is retouching the final selects and delivering the finished product

Please share with us some information about your family.
Fortunately, my family is very supportive (although it took some convincing earlier on) of my photography career. Without their 
support, I doubt I’d be as driven in the field.

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
Seneca Valley helped me become the person I am today due to the one-on-one attention from teachers and the strong  
friendships that were formed. I am still best friends with my SV gals. 

What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow? 
The teachers that are enthusiastic about what they are teaching, and invested in their student’s growth and success. Looking back at my SV experience, 
there are many teachers that were very memorable and truly amazing at what they do.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
Mr. Nagle. He was the one who made me realize I had an eye for photography. Without his support and dedication, I don’t know that I would have  
discovered my passion for photography. I will never forget his dedication to the SV art department and every single one of his students, and I am very  
grateful to have had the opportunity to be his student.

What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
My favorite memory was accepting the Silver Award in printmaking for the National Scholastic Awards at Carnegie Hall in New York City. We were able 
to submit our art work to the National Scholastic Awards during our senior year. I was so thrilled that I had won an award. Mr. Nagle, my senior year art 
teacher, even made the trip to NYC to see us receive our awards. It was a very special and defining moment in the beginning of my art career.

Kaela Speicher, a 2006 Seneca Valley graduate, is the founder and owner of Kaela Speicher Photography. Ms. 
Speicher recently came back to her alma mater on Nov. 18 to speak to Jason Shorr’s art class about her education 
and experience. Ms. Speicher was the third (and first solo female) exhibit and lecture from a visiting artist this year in 
the SV BIG Gallery. 
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‘‘

We are always excited 
to have former SV 
students exhibit their 
work in the BIG Galley 
and, of course, Ms. 
Speicher is no excep-
tion,” said Mr. Shorr.  
“The Art Department 
is very proud of all that 
Kaela has achieved 
and we were more 
than delighted to 
showcase her artistic 
skills in the gallery for 
the students and staff.  
Ms. Speicher is an 
exceptionally talented 
young woman.
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Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

Parents often inquire about resources that will help monitor a student’s online use. Here’s one such 
story that reviews several apps parents may find helpful.

Today Show - Rossen reports: http://www.today.com/video/apps-can-track-your-teens-web-history-
texts-phone-calls-location-821772867653 

Apps for parents to download to monitor teen phones: 

 1. Net Nanny - control internet access remotely, block sites, suicide alert notification to parent 

 2. Secure Teen - call logs, read their text messages 

 3. Teen Safe - tracks text message and calls, exact coordinates of where teens are, can lock their   
  phone remotely

Online resources at your fingertips

  Monthly Memberships, Drop-In Rates & Free Class for Newcomers

GROUP FITNESS CLASSES
	 New Classes       6 Days a Week      Daytime & Evening

Play Center
Drop-In Child Care  ages 8 weeks - 5 years

Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 11:30 AM

$2/child/hour for 
program participants

Cranberry4FUN.com/Group Fitness

Add us on

Snapchat

®

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.today.com/video/apps-can-track-your-teens-web-history-texts-phone-calls-location-821772867653
http://www.today.com/video/apps-can-track-your-teens-web-history-texts-phone-calls-location-821772867653
https://pa-cranberrytownship3.civicplus.com/67/Parks-Recreation
http://www.svsd.net/Page/21888
http://www.svsd.net/Page/21888
https://www.netnanny.com/
http://www.secureteen.com/
https://www.teensafe.com/


BIRTHDAY PARTIES
AT THE UPMC LEMIEUX SPORTS COMPLEX

Celebrate your birthday at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex! Your friends will never forget the experience of 
having a party at the Official Practice Facility of the Pittsburgh Penguins! Just bring the kids and we’ll do the rest!

The Official Practice and Training 
Facility of the Pittsburgh Penguins®

724.900.2799   /  UPMCLemieuxSportsComplex.com  /  8000 Cranberry Springs Drive, Cranberry Twp., PA  16066

/ / PUBLIC SKATE / / 
Fun and Fitness for the entire family! Bring your family and friends to the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex Public Skate! Join us for a fun afternoon or  
evening of skating. Don’t have skates? No problem! We have hockey and figure skate available for rent. All ages! All-skill levels! Great music and light show! 
Public skate schedule: Fridays 7-8:30pm  /  Saturdays 2-4pm or 7-9pm  /  Sundays 2-4pm
Admission  Adult - $8  /  Children 12 and younger - $6  /  Skate Rental $3

/ / BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES / / 
The Rockhopper - $150 
 • Admission to public skate for 1-10 skaters
 • 1 Event Room or Fireplace Zone

The King - $225 
 • Admission to public skate for 11-18 skaters
 • 1 Event Room or Fireplace Zone

The Emperor - $300 
 • Admission to public skate for 19-33 skaters
 • Event Room 1 and 2

All parties include: 
 • Rental skates
 • Party invitations
 • Party Coordinator
 • Free public skate pass for future use

Menu Options: 
Classic Pizza Party - $20 whole pizza 
Lemonade pitchers - $10 
Center Ice Cream Sundae Station - $4.95 per person 
Additional options available upon request

Party Details: 
All Parties will be held during the following public skate sessions:
 • Fridays 7-8:30pm
 • Saturdays 2-4pm or 7-9pm
 • Sundays 2-4pm

SKATE FOR A CAUSE
AT THE UPMC LEMIEUX SPORTS COMPLEX

A FUN AND EASY WAY TO RAISE MONEY FOR A CAUSE OF YOUR CHOICE.

The Official Practice and Training 
Facility of the Pittsburgh Penguins®

724.900.2799   /  UPMCLemieuxSportsComplex.com  /  8000 Cranberry Springs Drive, Cranberry Twp., PA  16066

Contact Abby Greenbaum at agreenbaum@pittsburghpenguins.com or 724-900-2804 to reserve your date!

Here’s how it works: 
 • Your organization provides a cause and selects a date for your event 
 • We provide a link that allows participants to pre-purchase skating passes to   
  your event (Subject to availability. Cost is $10 which includes rental skates)
 • You market the event to your group and the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex  
  will supplement your marketing efforts through a social media and e-mail campaign 

Looking to raise funds for your sports team, church or non-profit organization. The UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex is now offering a 
turnkey fundraising opportunity that is fun and effective.

• Your organization will receive 50% of the total funds generated  
 through advance event sales for your specific event
• Participants enjoy themselves while raising funds for your  
 great cause!

http://www.upmclemieuxsportscomplex.com/
http://www.upmclemieuxsportscomplex.com/
mailto:agreenbaum%40pittsburghpenguins.com?subject=Skate%20for%20a%20Cause

